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DATES to remember ..... BOOKSHELF 

Issue 1-Jan/92 National Youth Federation 

President Awards NVF Youth Club Members 

Members of the Castletown Youth 
Club in Co. Meath were recently 
presented with Gold Gaisce 
Awards by President Mary 
Robinson at an awards ceremony 
in Dublin Castle. 

Gaisce - The President's Award, 
is one of the nations most 
prestigious awards and is 
presented to young people between 
the ages of 15 and 25 in recognition 
of their personal achievements and 
voluntary service within their own 
community. 

The awards concentrate on four 
particular sections or challenges. 
The four challenges are Community 
Involvement, Personal Skill, 
Physical Recreation and Venture 
type projects. There are three types 
of awards, Gold, Silver and Bronze. 

Tony Walsh a member of 
Castletown Youth Club and one of 
the Gold Gaisce recipients 
undertook a two year schedule to 
achieve his award. 

Tony's challenges were 
carefully planned and as part of his 
achievements he undertook to learn 
how to swim and participated in a 
six day cycling and camping trip to 
the Isle of Man. Probably better 
known as one of Ireland's most 
promising young athletes, he is the 
proud holder of All-Ireland medals 
in various track events. As part of 
his Community Involvement 
challenge Tony has become very 
involved in organising the local 
youth club and has now involved 
other members of the club in the 
Gaisce Bronze and Silver Awards. 

Castletown Youth Club is one 
of the affiliated youth clubs of the 
Meath Youth Federation. Based in 

Pictured above with President Robinson (from left, back) are: Aidan Finnegan, Olivia Ward, 
Patrick Monaghan, Karen Ward and Oliver Ward (PAL); (front): Angela Sheerin, Anthony 

Walsh, Suzanne Hoey and Michael Englishby 

the old school Castletown, the club 
meets every Friday night and has a 
membership of almost 40. 

How to operate Gaisce 
in your club 

Youth Club Members and 
Leaders are constantly seeking new 
programmes and challenges for 
themselves and their fellow 
members. Gaisce is a programme 
that will encompass many of your 
existing activities and plans while 
presenting you with new challenges 
elsewhere. 

Every Gaisce participant must 
have a Presidents Award Leader 
(PAL). A PAL could act as leader 
for many participants as was the 
case for Tony Walsh and his 

friends. Their PAL was Oliver 
Ward of O'Carolan's College and he 
acted as leader for nine 
participants. A Presidents Award 
Leader will help and advise you 
while also directing you towards 
achieving your aims and one of the 
Gaisce Awards. 

Should you require any further 
information on Gaisce/The 
President's Award Scheme, please 
write to Gaisce, 2nd Floor, 5/7 
Upper O'Connell Street, Dublin 1, 
or telephone their offices at (01) 
777011. 

Many clubs within the National 
Youth Federation participate in 
Gaisce and it is hoped to report in 
further issues of Club Scene on 
Gaisce endeavours by NYF clubs in 
Roscommon, Clare, Limerick, Kerry 
and Donegal. 
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With the National and Regional This year there are three 

Programmes progressing well National Area Finals. The first on 

after the New Year, Club Scene Friday, 31 January in Pallasgreen, 

outline below some news on the 
Co. Limerick, features regions from 

various club programmes as they 
Clare, Limerick and Cashel & Einly. 

h 
On the following night, 

are appening. Saturday, 1 February, again in 

Well it's that time of the year 
again, time for Tops of The Youth 
Clubs. 

For months now, clubs have 
been busy rehearsing and preparing 
their shows for participation in this 
National Competition which is 
growing in popularity year after 
year. 

The committee, under the 
auspices of the N.Y.C.C., are 
putting the final touches to 
arrangements for the National Area 
Finals and National Final. Regions 
have by now held their own finals 
to select their representatives to 
contest the area finals. 

Tops is a country wide 
competition for variety shows 
devised and presented by youth 
club members, from towns and 
villages throughout Ireland. 

The national programme 
involves all members of a club, 
from backstage to on stage 
participation, from painting 
backdrops, faces, making props and 
costumes, to choosing the routines 
and production. For young people 
it helps raise and explore the issues 
that affect their lives, through 
music, dance, drama and comedy. 
It can be one of the most valuable 
experiences a young person can 
draw from during their youth club 
membership. 

Pallasgreen, regions from Galway, 
Ossory and Cloyne will participate. 
Finally on Saturday, 8 February the 
Monaghan Region will host regions 
Donegal, North Connaught, Meath 
and Monaghan. 

Participating shows will be 
marked individually and the three 
highest scoring clubs nationally will 
go forward to the National Finals. 
These will be announced on the 
night of the final Area final, 
Saturday, 8 February, 1992. 

The National Final of Tops will 
be held on Saturday, 29 February in 
the Dun Mhuire hall, Wexford, and 
the compere for this years final will 
be R.T.E. personality Barry Lang. 

So, as the song says "Let's go on 
with the Show, let's go on with the 
show" - best of luck to all 
participating clubs and we look 
forward to seeing the 
performances. 

Club Community 
Awards 

As the Club Community 
A wards are now 3 years in 
existence, the organising committee 
now wish to focus the attention of 
participating clubs and regions on 
club development and the support 
services provided for clubs 
involved in this year's awards. 

The format for the 1992 Club 
Community Awards is that each 
participating region will nominate 
one club on behalf of the region to 
participate in the programme. This 
club will have agreed a 
developmental strategy with the 

region and support services will 
have been agreed and provided 
locally to alow the club achieve 
these targets. 

Following receipt of the 
nominations, representatives of the 
Club Development Working Group 
will visit each nominated club 
between March and May (on at 
least two occasions) to evaluate the 
development that has taken place. 
The visited club will have retained 
a portfolio including the club 
minutes, press cuttings, details of 
their development plan and 
community involvement for 
presentation to the assessors when 
they visit the club. 

It is also hoped to arrange a 
visit by the assessment team to each 
participating club after the 
evaluation has been made. The 
Club Community Awards will be 
presented on 27 May, 1992. Has 
your region entered yet? 

Most clubs entering this year's 
National Youth Club Games have 
by now made their preparations for 
their local regional finals. The Area 
Finals - inter regional event - take 
place on Sunday, 5 April. 

The National Finals will be held 
in Galway on 2/3 May 1992. The 
games committee are considering 
using some new venues for the 
Galway Finals particularly for 
soccer and uni hoe. 

It is also anticipated that the uni 
hoe entries and the chess and 
draughts entries will increase this 
year. Particular interest has been 
shown in the mini olympic handball 
exhibition games at the National 
Finals where four regions will be 
invited to participate in a special 
competition at the National Finals. 

Finally let us remind ourselves 
of the various competitions at this 
years games I English Debating, 
Basketball, 5 A side Football, Chess, 
Draughts, Table Tennis, Olympic 
Handball, Uni Hoe, Disco Dancing, 
Quiz, Volleyball. 

Rules of the games and all 
relevant information can be 
obtained at your regional offices. 
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Workshops on 
Mini Olympic Handball 

Olympic Handball is fast 
becoming one of the most 
interesting indoor sports events for 
youth clubs. The National Youth 
Federation are very grateful to the 
Irish Junior Olympic Handball 
Association for organising a 
number of workshops for us to date 
in Monaghan and Carlow. Other 
regions interested in attending the 
workshops include Kildare, 
Limerick and Ferns. 

The workshops of two-three 
hours duration are organised by 
recognised coaches and players of 
the Olympic Handball Association. 
This unique opportunity to avail of 
qualified coaches should not be 
overlooked by regions and clubs 
who wish to promote this new club 
game. Rules of Mini Olympic 
Handball are available from your 
regional office, or the National 
Youth Federation office in Dublin. 

LEADERS CONFERENCE 

The long awaited NYF Leaders 
Conference will now take place 
from the 19th - 21st June 1992 in 
Castleknock College, Dublin. 

An attendance of 120 people is 
guaranteed for what promises to be 
one of the major conferences of the 
Federation in recent years. 
Following consultations between 
the NYF Board and the NYCC 
Executive it was agreed to change 
the date of the conference. 

While the youth club year may 
finish by June the various youth 
club issues do not. The NYCC 
Executive therefore will forward a 
detailed mailing to all regions in 
February outlining the proposed 
agenda for the Leaders Conference, 
including the workshop titles, cost 
per delegate, number of delegates 
per region, list of speakers etc. 

Preliminary discussions would 
indicate that the conference will 
discuss the needs of youth clubs 
and groups today, be given an 
opportunity to exchange 
viewpoints on factors both social 
and educational that affect young 
people today, gain a knowledge of 
new club programme ideas and 
contribute to the long term 
planning and development of 
national programmes and a club 
development strategy. 

NEXT ISSUE 
The next issue of Club Scene will 
feature The Miss.ion Impossible 
Programme, the Tops of The Clubs 

Finals, Youth Cares Day in 
association with Crumlin Hospital 
and New Club Programme ideas. 
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Dates J.o rememuer 

31 Tops Area Finals 
• Pallasgreen 

1 Tops Area Finals 
• Pallasgreen 

7 Games Area Entries from 
Regions 

8 Tops of the Clubs Area 
Finals • Clontibret 

29 Tops of the Clubs Final 
· Wexford 

29 NYCC Meeting 
· Wexford 

1 NYCC Meeting 
· Wexford 

8 Area Games 
·Clare 
· Monaghan 
· Wexford 
· Sligo 

2/3 National Youth Club 
Games Finals • Galway 

B O O K S H E L F 

Judith and the Traveller by 
Michael Scott and Run Donny 
Run! by Joe Buckley are two new 
books recently published by 
Wolfhound Press. 

These two new books are aimed 
at the twelve to sixteen age group 
and form part of the new ACE 
imprint which hopefully will 
continue to publish books for what 
is generally agreed to be an age 
group in need of their own style 
and standard of reading. Both of 
these books will give Irish teenagers 
a chance to read fiction based in 
Ireland with Irish characters and 
settings. 

• Judith and the Thaveller: 

On running away from home 
following her widowed father's 
marriage, Judith meetsup with 
Spider, a young traveller. Together 
they set off on their journey to 
Galway pursued by parents and 
meet with trouble wherever they 
go. The book portrays for us the 
way two people from different 
cultures can learn about life 
together, respect each others way of 
life and then they fall in love. 

• Run Donny Run!: 

Donny has problems at home 
and at school. The story begins at 
Heuston Station in Dublin where 
Donny is duped into taking a 
package by his brother in law. In a 
frantic chase from Dublin to 
Shannon, Donny and Jacky, who he 
meets on the way, try to outwit 
dirty dealers and other shady 
characters as they attempt to get 
back on the right side of the law. A 
good book about adventure and 
learning and making amends. 

Both books retail at the reasonable 
price of £3.99 each. 

Guide To Higher 
Education Courses in 

Ireland and Britain 

This latest book from Rhonda 
O'Connor should be a godsend to 
long-suffering students, parents, 
teachers and Guidance Counsellors. 
No longer will you have to trawl 
through a multiplicity of college 
brochures to obtain an overview of 
tQ.e Higher Education Courses 
available. Here for the first time in 
one book the author has assembled 
the Third-Level College Courses 
available in Ireland and Britain. A 
daunting undertaking indeed. 

Included are - the Universities 
in Britain, the Polytechnics in 
Britain, the Colleges of Higher 
Education in Britain, the Scottish 
Central Institutions, as well of 
course as the Irish Universities, the 
Regional Technical Colleges and the 
Colleges of Education. 

There is also a comprehensive 
and detailed listing of Post Leaving 
Certificate Courses, Private 
Colleges, Sections on the Gaeltacht 
Summer Colleges, Apprenticeships, 
CERT, Teagasc and most uniquely 
the Religious Life presented as a 
Career option. 

The Guide is lively and 
informative and very user-friendly. 

The highlight of this Guide is 
the index of courses for the most 
popular careers. And this in 
relation to all Degree, Diploma and 
Certificate Courses in all the Irish 
Colleges and the Career Prospects 
for each section. A saving of hours 
of tedious reference. 

The guide is available at a very 
reasonable £4.50. 

Complimentary Copies 

If you have any suggestions, comments, photos (black & white only) or news 
on your club activities which you would like to feature in the next issue of Club 
Scene, please forward to Gearoid O'Maoilmhichil at NVF, 20 Lower Dominick 
Street, Dublin 1 before the end of March, 1992. 

Rhonda has kindly given five 
copies of her book to pass on to the 
first five names drawn on Friday, 
21 February, 1992. To be entered iri 
the draw, simply send your name 
and address to: Education Course 
Guide, National Youth Federation, 
20 Lower Dominick St., Dublin to 
reach us before 21 February, 1992. 
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This criticism seems reasonable, 
but for many years the Federation 
has encouraged adult volunteers to 
use democratically elected member 
committees without looking at 
alternatives. 

Batten's criticism leaves many 
adult volunteers with the serious 
difficulty of how to involve all 
young people in meangingful 
decision-making. 

An Alternative 
Approach 

In recent years the Federation 
has attempted to address this issue. 
It has suggested that leadership 
teams move away from elected 
committees and use small working 
groups of young people, in both the 
planriing and implementation of the 
club programme. In this way 
Batten's criticism is addressed and 
there is the possiblity of involving 
most members at some time in 
organising and implementing a 
programme area of interest to 
themselves. 

This approach also recognises 
that, within a club, there are many 
different groups of young people, 
friendship groups and groups of 
individuals who share a common 
i�terest. It recognises too that 
young people will be far more 
interested in acting upon issues of 
concern to them than getting 
involved in rigid structures. 

Finally, it also recognises that 
young people will initially come to 
the club to be with their friends and 
partl.Y' because the programme has 
something to offer. 

The Federation suggests that 
the leadership team needs to 
gradually involve members in 
persuing their own interests and 
becoming involved in the working 
groups of the club. By getting to 
know the individual young people 
in the club, their interests, likes and 
dislikes, the leaders can encourage 
them to contribute to the club 
through small groups while 
persuing their own interests. 

It is suggested that new 
members may move through 
different stages in the club: 

STAGE ONE: PASSIVE CONSUMER 

The new member may only 
know a few friends and may not 
want to put themselves forward. 
S/he will likely have little or no 
personal relationship with adult 
volunteers and see them as the 
organisors and supervisors. 

STAGE TWO: SETTLING IN 

In the next few weeks, s/he will 
gradually 'find their feet' but will 
stay with their own friendship 
group. The adult volunteers need 
to use this period to get to know the 
new member well, establishing 
their interests, likes and dislikes 
and integrating them into the life of 
the club. 

STAGE THREE: 'TESTING THE WATER' 

Having found the new 
member's interests, the adult 
volunteer invites them to join the 
new group made up of other 
members who share the same 
interest. In this way they begin to 
get to know others outside their 
own friendship group in a safe 
environment as well as becoming 
involved in the planning and 
running of an event. 

STAGE FOUR: DECISION-MAKING 

Having gotten the first tast of 
small group activity, the member 
may now be encouraged to join 
another small group to actually 
organise and implement a bigger 
programme area, either for the club 
as a whole or for a section of the 
club. Within this small group 
members can be encouraged to take 
responsibility, make decisions and 
follow through to implementation. 

The time scale for individuals 
to move through such steps will be 
determined by the motivation and 
the ability of the individual. The 
young person has at all times the 
choice to stay at any one stage or to 
withdraw from the process. It is 
important to recognise that, as the 
majority of members get real 
experience of thinking discussing, 
deciding and implementating their 
own decisions in small groups and 
are helped to learn from their 
mistakes, some of them will want 

to, and be skilled enough to, take 
on more responsibilities in the 
overall management of the club. 
This will require the leadership 
team find a meaningful way of 
involving these members in the 
management of the club. It is 
important that the leadership team 
are clear about the boundaries of 
authority being given to young 
people and avoid vetoing decisions 
made my them. 

Finally, the members are more 
likely to learn by 'doing' if the 
decisions which small groups are 
allowed make are seen by members 
to be important. 

Some leaders will write this 
approach off as 'too theoretical' or 
'couldn't work in our club'. This 
approach works in many clubs 
around the country but will only to 
dp so where the following 
guide-lines operate in the club. 

• The age structure is divided into 
younger and older adolescent 
groups 

• The maximum attendance is not 
more that 60 members 

• There are at least one leader for 
every 10 members. 

• The leadership team are clear 
about what they are trying to 
achieve and are consistent in 
their approach. 

• The leadership team meet 
regularly to plan and review 

• The facilities are warm and can 
comfortably cater for the 
numbers involved. 

Clubs that currently are unable 
to operate to these basic guide-lines 
should concentrate their efforts to 
addressing the problems that 
prevent them from doing so. 
Involvement of all of the young 
people in the decision-making will 
significantly enhance the quality of 
the clubs programme and 
atmosphere for both the young 
people and the leaders involved. 
More detailed description of how 
clubs operate this approach is 
presented in the NYF video and 
booklet 'Clubtalk'. 

This article was written by David Treacy In 
September 1991 whilst working as 
Assistant Chief Executive of NYF. David 
has since left the Federation In November, 
1991. 
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Health Work that Works: 
A Selection of Current Work in 
Youth Clubs 

Youth Clubs U.K. 

Available from: Youth Work Press, 1 7 - 23 
Albion Street, Leicester LE1 6GD, England. 
Cost: £2.95Stg. 

" , ,,:;r=-� 
Youth Service Management: 
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• A self explanatory title 
comprising a collection of 
ideas from youth workers, 
young people and health 
workers on how to approach 
health education. 

Aspects of Structure, 
Organisation and Development 

::;:;:;:;::::::::::::::::::;:;::;::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ;:;:;:;:;:;:;:::::::: :;:;:;:;:;:::: 
Years and Years of Youth 

Bunt, Sidney 

• Biographical account of a long 
distinguished career in the 
youth service. Concentrating 
on the issues and practices 
relevant to youth workers in 
the 1990's. 

Available from : Pro Juventus Publishing 
Consortium, P.O. Box 1 72, Croyden CR9 
OES, E,ngland. 
Cost: £6.95Stg. 

Boys will be ... ? 
Sex Education and Young Men 

Davidson, Neil 

• This book is divided into two 
broad sections. The first deals 
with issues such as sex 
education, gender and young 
men. The second is a detailed 
account of sessions involving 
role plays, questions and 
surveys. 

Available from: Plymbridge Distribution Ltd.,  
Estover, Plymouth PL6 7PZ, England. 
Cost: £7.95Stg. 

Health Education in Youth Work: 
A Training Guide 

Lyford, Julia 

• A practical guide for trainers 
promoting health education in 
youth work. Consists of four 
sections - (1) Context (2) 
Content (3) Processes (4) 
Information on Resources and 
Training. 

Available from: Youth Work Press, 1 7  - 23 
Albion Street, Leicester LE 1 6GD, England. 
Cost: £8.95Stg. 

Available from: Youth Clubs U.K., Keswick 
House, Peacock Lane, Leicester LE1 5NY, 
England. 
Cost : £4.95Stg. 

Evaluation 
National Community Health · 

Resource 

• A detailed bibliography of 
resources for people working 
in community health, 
particularly voluntary 
organisations and community 
self-help groups. 

Available from: National Community Health 
Resource, 57 Charlton Street, London NW1 
1 KU, England. 
Cost: £3.95Stg. 

The Equaliser 1 
Bristol Education for Action and 

Development 

• A collection of activities such 
as card games, quizzes etc. 
aimed at part-time youth 
workers working on sexist 
issues. Themes include 
personal relationships and 
stereotypes. 

Available from: BREAD, 84 Colston Street, 
Bristol BS 1 ,  England. 
Cost: £6.50Stg. 

Working with the ArtsCase 
Studies of Six Youth Arts Projects 

Whitfield, Wendy 

• Study of six youth arts projects 
in England, looking at their 
aims, target groups, staffing 
and work methods. Also 
includes contributions from 
the workers and young people 
involved relating their 
experiences (available on loan 
from the Resource Centre). 

Bradford, Simon 

• The results of a three year 
research project into local 
authority youth services. Main 
emphasis is on structural, 
cultural and organisational 
qualities. 

Available from: Youth Work Press, 1 7  - 23 
Albion Street, Leicester LE1 6GD, England. 
Cost: £5.95Stg. 

The Adolescent Years: 
A Guide for Parents 

Patrie, Pat 

• A guide aimed at parents of 
children who are approaching 
adolescence. Topics tackled 
include physical and mental 
changes, sex and health 
education, relationships, work, 
money and leaving home. 

Available from: National Youth Agency, 1 7  -
23 Albion Street, Leicester LE1 6GD, England. 
Cost: £16.99Stg. 
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Over Here: Young Irish Migrants 
in London 

Randall, Geoffrey 

• Looks at the gamut of 
problems faced by young Irish 
migrants in London such as 
homelessness and prejudice 
and the psychological effects 
that result from these 
problems. 

Available from: Action Group for Irish Youth, 5 
- 1 5  Cromer Street, London WC 1 H SLS, 
England. Cost: £4.95Stg. 

If you require further Information on any 
of the listed titles or would like 
Information on borrowing facllltles and 
how to join the Library and Resource 
Centre, contact: 

Resource Centre Administrator, 
National Youth Federation, 

20 Lower Dominick Street, Dublin 1 .  
Ph: 0 1  729933 I Fax: 724183 
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Involving Yo ung People in their 
Communities 

Lightfoot; June 

• A radical look and approach to 
how the youth service should 
go about achieving the title's 
aim. Close links are advocated 
with Local Authorities and the 
Police, as well as drawing clear 
lines between Youth Work and 
Community Action. 

Available from: Community Development 
Foundation, 60 Highbury Grove, London N5 
2AG, England. 
Cost: £4.50Stg. 

Working with Sexually Abused 
Children: A resource pack for 
professionals 

The Childrens Society. 

Working with unemployed people: 
A tutor resource pack 

Careers & Occupational 
Information Centre (COIC) 

• This handbook contains a 
selection of learning and 
teaching activities which have 
been used successfully in work 
with long and short term 
unemployed people. 

1111111111111111111:�11111111111:11.1111111111111111111��111111111111111111:1:1111:1:111:11:111111�1111111111:1111 
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• Self-explanatory title targeted 
at three main groups; (1) 
Professionals directly working 
with sexually abused children 
(social workers, psychologists, 
therapists); (2) Professionals 
dealing with suspected cases 
of child sexual abuse 
(educational psychologists); (3) 
Professionals involved in 
prevention work (teachers, 
school nurses). 

Child Abuse and Neglect: 

Childhood : Active learning Pack 
to Support Family Life Education 

Open University Centre for 
Continuing Education 

Working with Rural Youth :  
Six Case Studies 

White, Peter 

• A detailed look at six selected 
case studies around Britain 
concentrating on content, 
approach and management. 

Available from: Youth Work Press, 1 7 - 23 
Albion Street, Leicester LE1 6GD, England. 
Cost: £2.95Stg. 

1 1 : 11 11111111 1111: 1 1:1:: 1:1111111��lllllll!llll!ll!:1:111:111:11:JJl!J:!JJlllll 
A Lottery 

Barnardo 's 

• This 30-minute video details 
the work of five Bamardo's 
juvenile justice and I.T. 
Centres. Targeted at trainers 
working with young offenders, 
it deals with work methods 
used regarding justice and 

. . .  J'\'.�lfare. 
Available from: Barnardo's Film Library, 
Tanner's Lane, Barkingside, llford, Essex IG6 
1 QG. Cost: £85 Stg. + vat 

Individual Study Pack 
The Open University 

• This pack is intended as a basic 
introduction to the topic of 
child abuse and neglect for 
anybody concerned with 
children in any capacity. This 
included professionals 
involved in such matters 
(social workers, youth 
workers, teachers, doctors and 
police officers), but it also 
caters for parents, relatives, 
neighbours or friends who 
may be concerned about child 
abuse and want to know more 
about it. 

• This pack provides a 
framework for processionals 
working with young people -
teachers, social workers and 
youth leaders. The pack 
explores three main themes: (1) 
identity; (2) practical 
experiences with young 
children; (3) the child, the 
school and the community. 

·l.IJJ!l!l!Jllllllll·l!l:lllll!llll!lll!lli!illiilil�lil:llllllilillli:I 
Assertion and How to Train 
ourselves 

Community Education Training 
Unit 

This is a pack of ready made 
materials including handouts, 
wall charts and exercises to 

: 
help �evise ��d run your own 

'!!'!��t---·-11 
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Leaving Home Project 

Decisions facing young people 
leaving home 

Ensuring Quality in Open 
Learning : A Handbook for Action 

Manpower Services Commission Aids Education:  Resource 
Materials 

Department of 
Health & Education 

• The materials in this package 
are designed as a resource for 
post primary schools to help 
them . develop . an educational 
programme on Aids in the 
context of its curriculum. 

• This pack is aimed at young 
people from age 15 upwards in 
both formal and informal 
settings ie. secondary school, 
colleges, youth service and 

. youth training schemes. For 
use within schools it is 
designed to meet curriculum 
and assessment needs for a 
wide range of courses. 

• This handbook is designed to 
enable individuals, companies 
and other institutions to reap 
maximum benefits from this 
flexible form of training. It 
will help identify the 
professional skills needed to 
provide quality open learning. 
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• LIAM O'DWYER 

Liam O'Dwyer comes to the 
NYF from the CDVEC where for 
the past 13 years he has been 
involved in a variety of education, 
training and youth projects. 

For the last three years, Liam 
had the challenging task of 
co-ordinating the VEC's delivery of 
Youthreach, a pre-vocational 
initiative for unqualified early 
school leavers. 

Liam O'Dwyer 

Liam also led a European 
funded project which sought to 
develop links between two youth 
projects and their neighbourhood 
Youthreach centres. He has just 
completed a European funded 
research project on the 
characteristics of early school 
leavers and the effectiveness of 
programmes for unqualified young 
people. In 1987 Liam developed 
the VEC's first training centre and 
he managed a range of courses for 
young people, long-term 
unemployed adults and women 
returning to work. 

For about nine years Liam 
worked in the VEC's Curriculum 
Development Unit where ne was 
responsible for the assessment and 
certificate courses. During this 
period he co-authored three 
educational tests, two on media 
education and one on industrial 
relations. 

Liam lives in Inchicore, Dublin 
with Meb and their two children 
Kate and Molly. 

• BARRY LYNCH 

The Ferns Diocesan 
Youth Service 
recently appointed 
Barry Lynch as a 
Community-Based 
Youth Worker for the Coolcotts 
Project in Wexford Town. 

Barry hails originally from 
Blackrock, Co. Dublin and his most 
recent post was with Ossory Youth 
Service where he worked as 
Development Officer for the region. 
In that role, he was responsible for 
developing the delivery and quality 
of services to young people in the 
diocese of Ossory. 

Barry Lynch 

While employed there, he 
initiated a number of programmes 
in the youth arts field establishing a 
Young Writers Group, a Youth 
Theatre and laying foundations for 
a Rock Group Co-op. 

Barry is enthusiastic about his 
new position, and hopes to design a 
long-term strategy for community 
work in the Coolcotts area. 

Under 
Construction 

Joint 
winners 

of the 
AIB 

Better 
Ireland 

Awards 
Youth 

Category, 
the 

Louth 
Youth 

Federation 
recon­

structing 
two 

council 
houses 

into a 
Community 

Resource 
Centre. 

P. U. L.S.E. 

We live in a time of remarkable 
change. The implications of many 
developments that are taking place 
will be profound for young Irish 
people. Accepted certainties of 
yesterday are gone. New 
challenges are being presented to 
young people at national and 
international level to participate in 
a New World Order. 

The National Youth Federation 
is about to launch it's second 
development education programme 
which will aim, through a number 
of activity programmes to heighten 
awareness among young people of 
the world in which they live and to 
enable them to create a critical 
consciousness through which to 
channel their energy and idealism. 

The new project has been 
named P.U.L.S.E. (People 
Understanding Living Systems and 
their Environment). It will provide 
youth clubs and groups with 
resource materials on a range of 
subjects. These will be suitable for 
work with young people between 
the ages of 12-16 years. 

The resource manual will be 
officially launched at the end of 
February and the NYF would like 
to encourage as many regions as 
possible to participate in the 
coming months. 
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.. 9' ... I The AIB Better Ireland 
Awards were launched in iEmm 1990 and £400,000 has been 

w51.p1.+ allocated to award winning 
entries to date. The awards are 
intended to support groups and 
organisations that make a 
significant contribution to the 
quality of life in Ireland and that 
could include your youth club or 
region. 

Categories 
This year's awards will have 

four categories with one major 
prize of £25 ,000 in each ea tegory 
and five additional prizes of £5,000. 

The four categories are 
Youth; Communications; Heritage/ 
Environment and Arts/Culture. 

The Youth Category 
The Youth category of the 

Awards seeks to support 
innovative projects initiated by 
young people or by recognised 
youth organisations on their behalf. 
Projects designed to develop young 
people in their social role, which 
will enhance their awareness of 
community needs and foster a spirit 
of self-help and enterprise are given 
priority. In this category only, one 
of the recognition awards of £5,000 
may at the discretion of the 
adjudicators, be divided into five 
equal parts of £1,000 to support 
small but worthwhile local 
endeavour. 

The Louth Youth Federation 
were joint winners of the 1991 
awards in the Youth category. 
Their project involved the 
reconstruction of two council 
houses in Dundalk which were then 
used as a Community Resource 
Centre. Commenting on the 
presentation of £12,500 to their 
project Alice Malone, the Louth 
Regional Youth Officer said that she 
welcomed the awards as the money 
presented would now enable them 
to develop and complete the work 
on the centre and thereby provide a 
valuable service to the young 
people of the area. 

The dividing of one of the 
£5,000 awards could allow for more 
entries from youth clubs and youth 
organisations in 1992. Therefore, if 
your club or region is involved in a 

Further details are available at 
any AIB branch or from the AIB 
Bank Centre, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4 
and the closing date for entries is 29 
May, 1992. 

Chocolate 

Surprise 

Sr. Joan 
Bowles 

of 
Limerick 

Youth 
Service 

with 
Catherine 

O'Neill 
and 

Noreen 
O'Brien 

of 
the 

Limerick 
Youth 

Service 
Job 

Creation 
Enterprise 
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Irish Youth Foundation Grants to NVF Regions 

CASHEL & EMLY YOUTH 

SERVICE : £2,000 

This grant will be used to supplement an 
existing special project through the expansion 
of a home-school liaison project. 

CLARE YOUTH SERVICE: £12,000 

This grant will be used for staff salary and 
equipment costs for a joint production 
enterprise. 

FERNS DIOCESAN YOUTH 

SERVICE : £5,000 

This grant will be used to develop their training 
arid service ageny for young people. 

KERRY DIOCESAN YOUTH 

SERVICE : £10,000 

This grant will go towards the 'Diner' 
Enterprise Project which will provide a healthy 
alternative to the 'pub' scene. 

KILDARE YOUTH SERVICES:  

£3,000 

This grant will be used to provide information 
to staff, voluntary youth workers and young 
people and to provide a limited youth 
information service for the Naas area. 

LIMERICK YOUTH SERVICE: 

£12,000 

This grant is for the second part of a two year 
application for the home-made chocolate and 
liqueur employment project. 

LOUTH YOUTH FEDERATION: 

£2,500 

This grant will go towards the reconstruction of 
two council houses into a youth and 
community centre for young people. 

MONAGHAN YOUTH 

FEDERATION : £1,000 

This grant will go towards the purchase of 
video camera, recorder and tapes, art and 
photographic equipment. 

ROSCOMMON REGIONAL 

YOUTH SERVICE : £1,500 

This grant will go towards a youth drop-in 
centre in the Castlerea area. 

WATERFORD REGIONAL 

YOUTH SERVICE : £4,000 

This grant will go towards projects assisting 
the development of young people, as to both 
empower and enable them to take greater 
control of their own lives. 
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